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Letter from Germany 

--- 

Post 111, Nov, 15th, 1922. 

 

 Winter will soon be with us. We 

already had snow on Oct. 21st but it didn’t 

stay long. There is presently frost and 

black ice. I currently have 4 numbers, 

specifically 41, 42, 43 and now 46 and 

have not yet received No.’s 44 and 45. I 

read in No. 46 about Mrs. Magdalena 

Schulz, born in Gablenz, Upper Silesia. 

Gablenz is a large village near Muskau, 

Upper Lusatia, with a church and a 

Dominium or Vorwerk which belongs to 

Count Adolf. Count Arnim died a few 

years ago and so did his wife. There is 

good land around Gablenz with nice fields 

that grow good wheat. The nearest station 

is probably in Muskau, about an hour’s 

walk away. The count sold land for 

settlement in Schleife and Rohne which is 

already built out. It has been divided into 

three parts, specifically for Schleife, as 

well as, for Rohne and Tredendorf. The 

land is good for construction sites but not 

suitable for fields because it is dry, stone 

filled, light sandy soil. Inflation has not let 

up but, continues quite to the contrary. The 

dollar has already been worth 9 – 10 

thousand in paper. Women who shop are 

disheartened about the continuing 

inflation. The dollar is currently pegged at 

7000 paper marks. The money is worth 

even less in Russia, Austria and Poland 

than in Germany and I’ve been told that a 

woman in Russia needs 3 million rubles 

for shopping per week.  
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 We now earn 100 marks an hour and 

similar to Texas, at the rail road, money is 

brought to the house or to the employee’s 

stall where he works since the inflation 

does not provide anything worthy of 

preserving, as one hears of thievery, 

burglary, murder and manslaughter 

everywhere. In the light of day, people are 

attacked and robbed of their money. 8 

robbers stopped a bank currier near 

Wolsheim already in March and demanded 

that he hand over the money and when he 

did not immediately comply, he was shot 

dead and his valise was taken and that 

happened during the day at 1 o’clock, not 

far from the rail road station. The robbers 

were pursued, one was wounded in the 

foot and during the encounter, one forest 

ranger was killed and two of the robbers 

were wounded. The money was recovered 

and one of the robbers, whose name was 

Schulz, shot himself and fell dead and, the 

currier’s name was Oestereich. Such, and 

similar, cases happen every week. I will 

now close with greetings for all readers of 

the Volksblatt. 

     M. Hantschko  

Post 111 near Schleife 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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